Cellular vaccine therapy for cancer.
Observations that cells of the immune system are able to kill tumor cells both in vitro and in animal models have provided a compelling rationale for pursuit of a strategy whereby immune cells are administered as a therapeutic vaccine to patients with cancer. The successful outcome of this approach depends upon the ability to deliver this therapy in a manner in which a potent immune response is elicited. By harnessing the capacity of dendritic cells that are pivotal in priming the immune response and using gene therapy approaches to optimise the immune response, this may ultimately prove efficacious in the management of human cancer. Promising reports from recent clinical trials suggest that this may well be a realistic goal.